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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



Sir: 



Applicants wish to comment upon the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance included in the Notice of Allowability dated February 11, 2005 in the above 
application. The Examiner states as follows: 

"The prior art of record fails to disclose or suggest the combination of 
the claimed banding method as amended and supported by the reasons 
provided in the remarks of the amendment filed on 12/28/2004. 

In particular, the prior art of record fails to disclose the claimed 
banding method comprising the steps of detecting an amount of a pull-back 
portion of the rear end of the band which been (sic) pulled back by pull back 
means, wherein a rotation of a cam shaft is temporarily stopped based on a 
signal and whereby timing of pressing the rear end of the bad (sic) by a 
middle presser member which is operated by means of heater is delayed in a 
predetermined time, in the claim environment (Figs. 6 and 9)." 

In the second paragraph, line 3 as set forth above, "which been" should 
read -which has been-. In line 5 of the second paragraph, "bad" should read -band-. In 
line 6 of the second paragraph, "means of heater" should read -means of a heater—. 
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In addition, Applicants disagree with the Examiner's statement that the rear 
presser member "is operated by means of a heater". Rather, the middle presser member is 
operated after melting of the superposing portion of the band (by means of the heater) by a 
predetermined time delay. 

Entry of these Comments in the file history of the instant application is 
respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WEBB ZIESENHEIM LOGSDON 
ORKIN & HANSON, P.C. 
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